
Summer Reading Assignment: Grade 7 

 

 

7th Grade Summer Reading: Treasure Island by Robert Lewis Stevenson  

 

Overview:  Students will read the novel and take notes on their own; They will create a Reading 

Response Journal and be prepared for a Socratic Seminar (student-lead class discussion including 

questions and answers of their own). 

 

Bring the book and assignment #1 with you to class the first day of school!  

 

Assignment 1: Reading Response Journal. Complete 6 journal/quote entries following these steps  

1. choose passages/quotes from the text (2 from beginning, 2 from the middle, and 2 from the 

end) that stand out to you and write them down.  

2. write several sentences in response to each passage telling how the quote relates to the 

characters AND to you. See back for format suggestion. 

 

**Make sure to:  

Use quotation marks for the passages  

Include page number(s) from the text  

 Write your responses in complete sentences!  

 

Assignment 2: Be prepared for a Socratic Seminar (Student-lead Class Discussion) at the 

beginning of the school year.  

On a separate piece of paper, 

- write 10 discussion questions and your answers about the novel or topics that come to mind as 

you read. Questions should be about readers’ opinions in order to encourage a class discussion. 

Student-created questions are the best for getting people talking! Avoid yes or no questions as 

well as questions that have a definite right or wrong answer. Keep the questions open-ended! 

 

* Tip: write your own answers to the questions: If you can answer with a yes or no or a definite 

right or wrong answer, then your question is not made for discussion and you must not include it. 

 

*Discussion question starters/examples (you may use these, but think of your own too): 

- “Describe the most influential event…” 

- “Compare the main character with…” 

- “Decide if the main character made the right choice when…” 

- “List reasons why you think…” 

- “What do you think the main idea of….” 



- “Tell how you agree or disagree with…” 

- “Identify the most popular theme of…” 
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SAMPLE Reading Response Journal: Treasure Island by Robert Lewis Stevenson 

 

Passage from Text:    Page #   How does quote relate to character? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         How does quote relate to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** You must include six entries similar to the above format.  

The purpose of the summer reading is to have students interact with a text and boost their 

reading comprehension. The more effort you put into the assignment, the better prepared you 

will be for the reading activities and class discussions at the beginning of the school year.  

 
If you have questions, contact Mrs. Schmidt at kschmidt@adventurechristian.org.  

mailto:kschmidt@adventurechristian.org

